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March 24, 2020 

Dear Pastor, 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Here is some important information that will help you as we move forward through the next couple of 

months. 

The District Advisory Council (DAC), comprised of the district superintendent, District Advisory Board 

(DAB), auxiliary leaders (NMI, NYI, and SDMI), district treasurer, and district secretary, met on Thursday, 

March 19, 2020. The purpose of the meeting was to review guidance given to us by the Board of General 

Superintendents in regard to the impact of the current health crisis. Among their advice is authorizing 

the District Advisory Board and/or Council to utilize district  funds to assist local churches in emergency 

financial need, advice to local congregations with cash flow problems who have mortgages, and 

guidance on all the decisions surrounding district assembly, including how to conduct assembly 

business, what is considered essential business, and the impact on ordination. 

District Assembly 

The Board of General Superintendents (BGS) have decided that they will not be present at most, if not 

all, district assemblies this year. They gave us two options that are authorized by the Manual of the 

Church of the Nazarene: an online assembly or District Advisory Council conducts all the essential 

business of the assembly (except for ordination). The DAC voted to handle all essential business in lieu 

of the difficulties in setting up an online assembly that would likely exclude some delegates from 

participating fully due to slow internet and technology challenges that we know exist across our district. 

The DAC also added to that decision that the district should involve the District Nominating Committee 

and the District Assembly Finance Committee to get as many people to participate in the assembly 

business. They also asked district leadership to come up with a way to live stream the DAC meeting to 

official delegates, if possible, with an option for limited questions from the “floor.” 

This action means that each local church should elect district assembly delegates. If you already had 

your annual meeting, you should have elected delegates. If you haven’t, the local church board may 
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appoint delegates. Either way, pastors, you should submit your elected delegate certification form to 

the district secretary, Bobbi Jo Gundberg.  

Assembly Preparation Materials 

Pastors, you must still submit your Annual Pastor’s Report online and update your church directory. I 

would like you to go ahead and submit your two-minute video or written report that you planned to 

deliver to the assembly. Please send that to Bobbi Jo Gundberg as you were originally instructed. We 

may want to use those in a different format to inspire and encourage our constituency. If there is any 

other essential information needed by our district secretary, she will be in touch with you. 

Ordination 

Ordination is one of the most special moments in a district’s life. We get to celebrate the confirmation 

of the call of God upon a minister’s life. Without an assembly and the presence of our general 

superintendent, the usual Friday night ordination service will not happen. I have called each of our 

potential ordination candidates and regretfully shared this disappointment with them. The DAC 

authorized me to work with Dr. Carla Sunberg, our jurisdictional general superintendent, on setting up 

an ordination service, possibly in the fall when she is here for the Ministers’ and Mates’ Retreat. 

Alternatively, It was suggested that we consider a Fall District Rally which could include my report, 

possible ordination, pastors’ reports in some format, auxiliary involvement, and more. 

Financial Emergencies 

The DAC approved a recommendation by the BGS to use district assembly operating budget for 

emergency needs that might arise with a local church. The DAC also made the commitment to consider 

other funding sources should we exhaust the assembly budget. Requests for emergency assistance 

should be sent to me and I will consult with the DAC to get approval. 

The BGS suggested that churches with mortgages contact their lending institution about paying interest 

only until this crisis passes. This could help with cash flow at a time tithes and offerings may decline. If 

you have a mortgage with the Wesleyan Investment Foundation, they have indicated a willingness to 

work with each of their clients. You just need to contact them. 

Communication 

We will work hard to keep communication lines open. We are using our Weekly Email Announcements 

and our website (www.mainenazarene.org) to post updates. We are sending emails and using the Maine 

Nazarene Pastors Facebook page to keep you informed. We are trying to make sure that pastors get as 

much information as we have. We are also trying to keep our laity informed through email and our 

http://www.mainenazarene.org/
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website. We are encouraging people to bring their questions or concerns to you first. Pastors, you can 

decide if anything needs to be passed on to the district leadership. However, Pastor, you should not 

hesitate to contact me for any reason. Your Missional Area Leader will call you weekly and pass on any 

need or critical information to me. 

In Closing 

I am grateful for your spiritual leadership, wise guidance, and loving heart as you shepherd your flock 

and reach out to your community. We will get through this together. Let’s claim God’s promise in Psalm 

91:3-4 – “For He will rescue you from every trap and protect you from deadly disease. He will cover you 

with His feathers. He will shelter you with His wings. His faithful promises are your armor and 

protection.” 

Your Servant, 

Steve Dillman 

Dr. Stephen Dillman 
District Superintendent 
Maine District Church of the Nazarene 
296 Route 202 
Greene, ME 
Cell: 717-421-5147 
Email: mainenazds@gmail.com 


